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Section 3.—Islands.

The islands of Canada are among its most remarkable geographic features.
They include the numerous unsurveyed and little-known areas of the Arctic
regions, the fringe of both large and small islands off the Pacific coast, those of
the Maritime Provinces and Quebec in the Atlantic ocean and the gulf of St
Lawrence, together with the islands of the Great Lakes and other inland waters.
Of the Arctic islands, but little need be said. They are known te be of vast
extent, Baffin, Victoria and Ellesmere, the three largest, being approximately
199,610, 80,450 and 78400 square miles in area respectively, but Banks, Devon,
Southampton, Somerset, Prince of Wales, Melville and Axel Heiberg are also
of considerable size. Their economic possibilities, beyond scattered deposits of
coal and other minerals, have not been established. The Pacific Coast islands,
with the exception of Vancouver island and the Queen Charlotte group, are
small and dot the western coast of British Columbia from Dixen entrance to
the southern boundary of the provinece. Vancouver island js 285 miles long
and from 40 to 80 miles broad, covering an area of about 13,500 square miles,
the mountain range which forms its backbone rising again to form the Queen
Charlotte islands farther north. These islands figure largely in the mining,
lumbering and fishing industries of the West,

On the eastern coast of the Dominion are the island provinee of Prince
Edward Island, the island of Cape Breton (an integral part of Nova Scotia),
Anticosti and the Magdalen group, included in the provinee of Quebec, and the
islands of Grand Manan and Campobello, part of the provinee of New Bruns-
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